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RIX Limousine
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telephone: 724-479-0573

www.rixlimos.com
· Affordable rates

· Chauffeurs dressed in proper attire

· Courteous service

· Clean and comfortable limousines

· Red carpet (weather permitting)

· Magnetic “Just Married” signs

· Wedding Survival Kit on-hand

· Amenities included (soda, water, ice, cups, etc.) 
· Fully registered with the PA PUC

· Prompt---GUARANTEED or $50 off

· VISA and MasterCard accepted
· Proud Member of:
· National Limousine Association
· Taxicab, Limousine & Paratransit Association
· Indiana County Tourist Bureau
· Indiana County Chamber of Commerce
· Better Business Bureau
	Rehearsal Dinner

Food

Beverages

Room Rental

Flowers & Decorations

Other
	2.5%
	
	

	Honeymoon

Wedding Night Accommodations

Hotel

Transportation

Tours

Meals

Passports

Wardrobe

Spending Money
	9.8%
	
	

	Beauty

Facial

Manicure

Pedicure

Massage

Hair

Make-Up
	1%
	
	

	Other

Guest Book & Pen

Toasting Flutes

Rice, Flowers, Birdseed

Ring Pillow

Guest Mementos

Dance Instruction

Special Touches
	2%
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Recently Engaged?

Five Tips to Help You Get Started

Is the mere idea of planning a wedding stressing you out? Don’t worry! Just relax and remember that your wedding day is intended to be one of the best days of your life. Here are five tips to help you get started.

Be firm. This is your day.  Don’t let over-zealous family members take over. They may decide to make your wedding the one they never had.  Try to be accommodating, but firm. Always remember that this is your big day not theirs.

Budget! Budget! Budget! Did I mention budget?!  Keep in mind how much or little you have to spend.  Are the families going to chip in or are you flying solo?  Try to set a realistic budget for yourself  and stick to it.   Allow yourself the ability to splurge on what you consider to be the must haves.

Choose a date. This is probably one of the most critical items on your to-do list.  Whether the date is 6 weeks from now or 2 years away, have a general date in mind.  If you are on a tight budget try to be more flexible with your big day. You will find reception halls are cheaper on less popular days.

Start dress shopping! Possibly the most fun of all your to-dos. Make sure to shop around.  Go with someone you trust when shopping for the dress.  You want someone who will be honest, frank and has your best interest in mind.  This is very important since most bridal shops have a non-returnable/ non-refundable policy on all their bridal gowns and accessories. 

At the end of the day, just remember to have fun.  With all the stress that you  will endure you should be able to step back and realize what a wonderful experience the whole thing is.  Keep your planning as stress free as possible. Try surfing the Net before you start running around.  Dresses, favors and reception sites are available around the clock via the Internet.  Family, friends or a wedding planner can help ease some of the pressure, not to mention that they might have some money saving ideas.  Your day will come and go so quickly, be sure to treasure every moment.
	
Photography

Engagement Photo

Wedding Portrait

Wedding Photographs

Wedding Albums
	5.25%
	
	

	Videography

Video Taping

Editing

Overtime
	5.25%
	
	

	Flowers

Ceremony

Reception

Bride’s Bouquet

Attendants’ Bouquets

Boutonnieres

Floral Preservation
	3 %
	
	

	Wedding Stationery & Accessories
Invitations

Announcements

Wedding Programs

Thank-you Notes

Maps

Postage

Napkins
	2%
	
	

	Groom’s Attire
Tuxedo

Shirt

Tie

Vest or Cummerbund

Shoes

Accessories

Other
	1%
	
	

	Gifts

Attendants

Gifts to Each Other
	1%
	
	

	Transportation

Limousine

Valet Parking
	2.5%
	
	



Wedding Budget

The percentages below are based on the national average of $22,000 for a formal wedding.  Some categories may not apply to you and your style of wedding; make adjustments where necessary.

	
	%
	Budget
	Actual

	Rings

Engagement Ring

Bride’s Ring

Groom’s Ring
	15%
	
	

	Bridal Consultant
	8%
	
	

	Ceremony

Site Rental

Officiant’s Fee

Marriage License

Musicians

Flowers

Decorations & Rentals
	1.3 %
	
	

	Reception

Site Rental

Food

Beverage

Music/Entertainment

Flowers, Decorations, & Rentals

Dance Lessons
	40%
	
	

	Wedding Cake

Cake

Cake Topper

Cake Knife

Groom’s Cake
	2%
	
	

	Bride’s Attire
Gown Headpiece & Veil

Alterations

Shoes

Stockings

Lingerie

Garter

Jewelry

Dry-cleaning & Preservation
	6.5%
	
	



How to Write Your Vows

Sharing vows with your true love on your wedding day is simply one of the most beautiful expressions of your love.  The exchange of words between you should engulf your audience and envelop them with the love that you share for your partner.  To do this, however, you must ensure that your vows are well written.
You should check with your officiant before proceeding.  Some religions do not permit couples to write their own vows.  There might also be certain restrictions you must follow.

If you are going to write your vows with your fiancé, then you should time yourselves and go into separate rooms to write about the following things: Why you love the person, favorite songs, what made you decide to get married, when did you know he/she was the "one", and any funny (but not embarrassing) stories that stick out in your mind. 

If you are writing them alone then you will have to set guidelines with your partner.  Make sure to discuss how long the vows should be.  And discuss what boundaries in terms of personal stories you would not want shared.

Most importantly, get started!  Don't procrastinate.  The last thing you want to be worrying about the night before your wedding is writing wedding vows.  Start by setting goals and dates you want to have drafts and the date you want the final version completed by.

· Ask yourself why you love each other. 

· Is there a particularly funny story that sticks out in your mind? 

· Do you have interesting things in common? 

· Any special songs? Why are they special? 

· How do you see yourselves in 30 years? 

When writing your vows always keep in mind that you will be saying them in front of others.  You may want to take this into consideration before you tell that embarrassing story or say something that would be considered too personal to your significant other.

Read up on traditional vows.  They may inspire you, not to mention that they are the true and tried.  You can also take certain pieces that you find particularly fitting.  But, don't get stuck on only reading through traditional vows.  Poetry and love stories also have many verses that are beautiful and can be placed within your vows.  You may also consider taking a passage from a book or a poem and read it to your partner and expand on what the passage means to you and how your partner is everything you have described and so much more.

Sit down with your fiancé and brainstorm.  Give yourself 15 minutes to write down everything you can think of that relates to marriage.  From there you will see how many ideas will simply flow.

Some useful vocabulary words that may help you get started: love, trust, honesty, pledge, soul mate, forever, promise, always, true, my everything, one and only... etc.

Although you may choose to borrow passages from others, when writing your vows the most important thing to remember is to write what you feel.  Truly ask yourself what this person means to you.  The most heart felt vows come, not from others, but from your own heart.  Although these may not be the most poetic words, your audience and your fiancé will realize how truly special what you are saying is because it came from you, and that is what will captivate your audience.

Make a cheat sheet.  Let's face it, you are going to be nervous. Not only because you are speaking in front of friends and family but simply because of the pure excitement and the emotions you will be feeling.  If you know that you are not a good speaker or fear that you will forget what you are going to say write out almost everything (very clearly) on index cards, this way you can refer to them if you need to. 

Say your vows to another person.  Although something may sound great when you are writing it, when speaking to someone else you may realize that there is a mistake or it may sound different.  Choose someone who you know will give you an honest opinion about your vows, even if they aren't perfect.  This is the time for criticism, not after the fact.

Review your vows with your officiant.  Although you have received the okay from him or her previously, it is a good idea just to have the final copy looked at.

The final thing to do is time yourself.  If you are writing your vows separately you want to stay within the time you have agreed upon.  And that's it! You're done.  Just keep practicing and you'll be fine.


Who Pays For What?
The following is a traditional division of wedding expenses.  Today, there are no rules in regards to financial responsibilities.  The question these days of who pays for what really boils down to who is most willing and able.  It may be the bride and groom or either of their families.  The key is to communicate and be realistic and courteous.

	Bride And Her Family

· Wedding Gift for Groom

· Wedding Ring for Groom

· Gifts for Attendants

· Personal Stationery

· Lodging for Out-Of Town Attendants (optional)

· Bridesmaids’ Luncheon

· Reception Food and Drink

· Bride’s Wedding Attire and Trousseau

· Invitations, Announcements, and Postage

· Engagement and Wedding Photographs

· Rental of Sanctuary or Chapel

· Organist, Soloist, and Sexton Fees

· Aisle Carpets and or Canopy and any Additional Decorating Costs

· Bridesmaids’ Bouquets

· Transportation for Bridal Party to Ceremony and Reception

· Bridal Consultant

· Music

· Videography

· Wedding Cake
	Groom And His Family

· Wedding Gift for Bride

· Bride’s Wedding and Engagement Ring

· Marriage License

· Gifts for Best Man, Ushers

· Bridal Bouquet and Going-Away Corsage

· Boutonnieres for All Men in Wedding Party

· Mothers’ Corsages

· Lodging for Out-Of-Town Attendants (optional)

· Fee for Clergy or Judge

· Honeymoon

· Rehearsal Dinner

· Shipment of Wedding Gifts to the Bridal Couple’s New Home

· Groom’s Formalwear and Accessories



Arrange the transportation for all members of your wedding party to and from the ceremony and reception by reserving limousines or other transportation.

· Inform your clergyman or officiant of all the details of your ceremony including flowers, music, photographs, canopies, carpets, etc.

· Discuss the details of your reception with the caterer and or hotel manager.

· If you are renting any equipment, reserve it now.

Who Do You Tip?
Figuring out whom to tip and how much they should get can be a daunting task. While the amount varies depending on where you live, the service you are receiving and the number of your guests, below is a general guideline on who gets what at your reception.

Maitre d’: 15-20% of the reception bill. This is usually split among the waiters and captains, and is less if you also have a club manager.

Club or Banquet Manager: $100-$300, depending on the number of guests.

Caterer: 15-20% of food bill. Many times the caterer will include a tip in the final bill. If you’re not sure – ask! And, of course you can always provide an additional tip for "exceptional" service.

Musicians: $20-$40 dollars per musician. This is not required but can be given for a great performance.

Wedding Planner: 15-20% of fee. Again, not required, but can be given for exceptional service.

Chauffeurs: 15-20% of transportation bill.

Parking attendants: $0.50-$1.00 per car.

Coatroom and Powder Room attendants: $0.50-$1.00 per guest. 

Before tipping, check all your contracts to see if gratuities are included. Tips should be placed in an envelope and given to your wedding planner or best man to distribute.

What You Need to Know
About Wedding Dress Shopping

Wedding gown shopping may be somewhat intimidating at first.  The styles, designers, not to mention the price are just some of the details you need to consider.  There can be some uneasiness that goes along with shopping for the dress if you don't know what to expect.  Here are some rules for the road. 

First, set a budget for the dress.  Know how much you can afford to spend on the perfect dress.  The last thing you want to do is try on a $4000 gown when realistically you can only afford half that.  This will also make it easier for the sales staff to choose gowns for you.  If you walk in setting a price limit they won't show you dresses that exceed that amount. 

Next, remember that you will be trying on gowns with other people around.  Don't be nervous, just prepared.  The sales personnel will be assisting you in putting the gowns on and taking them off.  Anyone you take with you will probably also be in the room so dress accordingly.  Unless you are comfortable wearing that thong in front of strangers as well as the group you bring along with you to go shopping, leave it at home.  Consider wearing full coverage underwear or boy shorts.  If you are somewhat shy try wearing a tight strapless tank top or a corset. 

Find your style.  Different style dresses can make you look stunning or bring out some of your less than perfect qualities.  Don't get frustrated if you don't find that perfect dress on day one.  Be open-minded and try on different styles, even if you don't necessarily like the way they look on the hanger.

Be yourself.  The dress is a reflection of who you are.  Therefore, it should be somewhat representative of your personality.  Choose something you will be comfortable in.  Don't let someone talk you into a gown.  When you try “the one” on, you will know.  Most importantly, trust your instincts.

Finally, when bridal gown shopping realize that you will be the center of attention.  Most salons will have you walk out of the dressing room into the middle of the store.  So, get used to being looked at. Just think of it as a preparation for the “Big Day.”


How To Save On Bridesmaid Dresses

These gowns can be pretty expensive.  Considering that most bridesmaids only end up wearing the gown once, we thought of a few ideas to help cut the cost of the dresses. 

Instead of getting the gowns from a bridal boutique, try going to your local department stores to see if they have any dresses you like.  It is more than likely that they will have a large range of sizes that may be better fitting than the ones from the boutiques.  This may end up saving your bridesmaids some cash on the dress and the fitting costs. 

If your wedding date is more than a year away try looking around in bridal boutiques for dresses in the off season.  Meaning, if your wedding is in a summer month start looking for summer dresses at the beginning of winter for sales.  Many salons have sales to help get rid of inventory. 

Consider getting the dresses "off the rack".  Although you may not find all of them you may be able to save a few dollars when the price is split amongst the women. 

Think about having the gowns made.  Once you find he dresses you want, take a picture of it to a reliable seamstress to see how much s/he will charge.  

Time is of the essence here.  Don't wait until the last minute to choose your bridesmaid dresses.  The more time you have, the more likely it is that you will find a good bargain.


The Bride’s Calendar
A year before the wedding is the perfect time to start planning the Big Day.  The following checklist can be used to help you stay organized.

Eighteen to Twelve Months Before the Wedding

· Decide on a wedding date.

· Make an appointment with your clergyman.

· Discuss with your fiancé and family how much you want to spend.

· Assemble your wedding guest list in consultation with both families.

· Pick a reception venue and make the necessary reservations.

· Show for the engagement ring.

· Consider working with a professional wedding planner.

Eight to Ten Months Before the Wedding
· Shop for your wedding dress and veil.  Several fittings are usually required.

· Select china, crystal, and silverware patterns and register them in the Wedding Gift Registry at your favorite store.

· Select your bridesmaids

· Set the date to order dresses for the bridesmaids and attendants.

· Pick a Honeymoon destination.  Check to see if your passports need to be renewed and if any inoculations are required for foreign destinations.

· Hire a photographer and inform him or her of the location of the wedding, reception, and any other functions you want photographed.

Six to Eight Months Before the Wedding
· Finalize your guest list and compare it with your fiancé’s.  Divide the list into those receiving invitations and those receiving announcements only.

· Order your invitations and announcements.  Your invitations should be mailed out 4-6 weeks before the wedding.

· Order your stationery and thank-you notes.

· Decide on a color scheme for your wedding and inform your mother and your fiancé’s mother so they can find compatible colored dresses and hem lengths.

· Talk to a florist about which flowers will match the color scheme you’ve chosen

Three Months Before the Wedding

· Confirm the delivery date of your gown and make the final selection of the attendant’s dresses.

· Make an appointment for your bridal portrait.

· Order your wedding cake, if it is not made by the reception center.


through the details. Not only can a professional ease any existing language barriers, they can also recommend chapels, hotels and supply you with more options than you may be able to find on your own. But be sure that you check references or contact previous customers.

Wherever you decide to hold your ceremony, it's important to do a little fact checking before arriving at your wedding destination. Whether you decide to elope in the mountains or along the Seine in Paris, a little research can go a long way in creating a special and memorable day.
Outwit the Weather on Your Honeymoon

It's a honeymoon nightmare: You've planned the vacation down to the last detail – what you'll do daily, where you'll eat, even what you'll wear. Then you arrive – and the weather's miserable. Too hot and humid. Relentlessly rainy. Or worse, you get caught in a hurricane or tornado. Is it an omen, the whether man’s revenge, or just bad planning? Any way you look at it, you suddenly realize that even honeymooners can get cabin fever…

But wait! There's help. If you start paying attention to the weather now, you stand a good chance of avoiding a honeymoon wash-out. Learn where the weather is likely to be good when you'll be traveling, and plan your honeymoon destination accordingly.

Since many honeymooners opt for the romance of beach vacations, let's first turn an eye to the Caribbean. According to a travel magazine editor, “The Caribbean is perfect for honeymooners nearly all year round, as the numerous couples who go there every year prove. Unfortunately for couples who want to honeymoon in August, the Caribbean Travel Organization (CTO) says that they're heading out in what is one of the rainiest months on nearly every island.

“However, the Turks and Caicos Islands do not really have a rainy season, and what little there is comes in September and lasts until November. Summer temperatures are generally in the 80s and are complemented by soft offshore winds. Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao also get very little rain during the year, and the rainy season does not begin until October.

“Even if a couple chooses an island that is going though the rainy season during their visit, they shouldn't worry too much. Caribbean rains tend not to be continual but rather periodic, occasionally heavy showers that last a very short time and are dried by the sun just as quickly.”
Meteorologist Dr. Jeff Masters, a former hurricane hunter, says couples planning an August honeymoon in the Caribbean are “taking a chance.”  August is peak hurricane season. “If you go, try to book a trip to one of the more southern islands like Barbados, Trinidad, Curacao, or Aruba.  These islands are too far south to get more than one major hurricane every 100 years or so.”

How to Shop for Wedding Shoes

Of course you want to buy the prettiest shoes around and probably the most expensive ones too, but looks can be deceiving.  Before you buy those beautiful shoes with 3 inch heels, here's what you should take into consideration.

Shop at night.  Your feet swell during the day so you should look for your shoes at night. This way you will really be able to tell if they are comfortable, not to mention that your feet will be somewhat tired from your day's stress, which will make you lean towards more comfortable shoes.

Size does matter.  When you do find the right shoe, get a 1/2 size larger than usual. If you are going to wear the shoes all night, your feet will swell and expand to compensate.  The extra room will keep you comfortable throughout.

Heel! Keep in mind that the higher the heel the more stress you will cause on your lower back.  High heels throw your weight forward making your lower back muscles contract and can potentially cause lower back pain.  Physical therapist Jane Snyder states, “Three inch heels creates 7 times more stress on the legs and back than a one inch heel.”

Break them in.  Starting about two weeks before your wedding put your shoes on and walk around the house for an hour.  Then, a few days later, put the shoes on again and walk around for two hours.  Continue this process over the weeks each time extending the duration of time you keep wear them.

Sneakers! Although you will want to wear pretty heels for pictures and anywhere your shoes may be seen, consider purchasing a pair of white sneakers that have some the same height as your pumps.  This way no one will know you are wearing comfortable shoes and you can dance the night away.

When shopping for wedding shoes, you must always keep in mind you will be wearing these shoes for more than 12 hours (unless you choose to purchase an extra pair).  If you follow these simple guidelines your feet will thank you.


How to Find a Quality Wedding Photographer

Finding a photographer can be one of the most agonizing experiences if you don't know what you are doing.  Unlike the caterer or DJ, photographs serve as the reminder of your special day. That is why it is crucial to find the best photographer possible.  After all, you only have one shot at capturing one of the most important days of your life.  Be sure to keep these questions and ideas in mind, when looking for the right photographer.

When scoping out potential photographers be sure to ask questions.  Don't just talk to the photographers over the phone.  Visit the photographer's studio or office and be sure to take family members or close friends with you.  You will be able to make a better decision about the photographer's personality and style if you bring people along to ask the questions that you may not think of.  After your meeting you will be able to thoroughly evaluate the photographer with whomever you bring along, which will help ensure that you find the photographer that is right for you. 

Go with your instincts.  If something about the photographer is making you uncomfortable, than he/she is not for you.  Remember that this person will be photographing the most important day in your life.  You have to be comfortable not only with the person, but also be able to trust them and their judgment.

Look through some of the photographs and ask the following questions.  See if he/she will let you look at a complete wedding.  Even an amateur could take a few good photos out of a few hundred.  If you see the whole wedding it will give you a better perspective on how good the photographer is.  See if the photographer will let you speak to past clients.  Find out who the people in the pictures are.  And, finally, make sure that the person you are speaking to actually took the pictures.

Remember, just because a photographer is more expensive does not mean that that photographer is better.  Photographers sometimes hike up prices to make them seem better.  Trust your instincts and do your homework.

Every photographer will offer some sort of package.  Be sure to read the fine print and calculate what the best deal for you will be.

At the end of the day it is your wedding, and your photographer is there to make you happy.  Be sure to choose someone that you can trust.  Go with your instincts and be sure to get a contract detailing everything.  Don't compromise on what you want, remember you are the client and the photographer is there to serve your needs.


Avoiding Wedding Destination Disasters

More and more, couples are tying the knot in exotic destinations, making their special event even more memorable. One of the most romantic ways couples are choosing to say "I do" is outside of the country. Who could deny the romantic aura of Venice, Italy, or the adventurous thrill of a marriage atop the Swiss Alps. Can you imagine saying your vows with a breezy ocean backdrop as the sun's setting rays fall below the horizon? 

Unfortunately, these dreamy visions are often clouded over with the forgotten details and hidden hassles involved in getting hitched outside of the country. Many couples are so swept away with the idea of their exotic marriage that they fail to make sufficient plans before, during and after the ceremony, turning their dream wedding into a nuptial nightmare. 

But with a little extra planning and know-how, couples can have the wedding destination of their dreams. The four tips below can be used as a guideline and checklist for the soon to be Mr. and Mrs., and help ensure your exotic wedding goes off without a glitch. 

1. Revising the Guest List. After choosing a location for your wedding, it's important to figure out who you want to invite to the ceremony. Be realistic with your expectations. If you've chosen Fiji as your wedding destination, it may be difficult and expensive for many guests to attend. One option is to have a reception for guests who couldn't be there after you return. This way, you can share yet another special moment with your new spouse and also with family and friends. 

2. Required Wedding Research.  A key element of your wedding-abroad is researching the marriage requirements of your chosen destination. In Italy for example, couples are required to visit at least three different offices in order to receive approval from the Italian authorities. It's also important to research the documents that are needed before you get on the plane. Is a birth certificate or divorce decree required? These are important questions to consider before you make your way to the wedding location.

3. Honeymoon and Wedding All-in-One.  Many couples choose to stay on at their wedding location for a memorable honeymoon. But as you prepare for your vacation / wedding, it's important to realize that getting caught up in last minute details can ruin the ceremony, and leave you frazzled for days afterwards. For this reason, it's crucial to plan as much as you can before you leave. If you want certain flowers at the ceremony, make sure they are available at the location before you start trying to find a favorite flower that doesn't grow on the island.

Leave it to the Experts.  If you are having difficulty researching marriage requirements, hire a professional from the area or a service to help you sort 

How To Create A Wedding Survival Kit

The “Wedding Survival Kit” is a must for every bride. The following list includes items you will want to assemble and take to your wedding in the event of a minor emergency.  A beautiful hat box makes a great survival kit or you can simply take these things along in your overnight bag.
	· Makeup Kit 

· Hand Mirror 

· Hair Spray 

· Nail Glue 

· Deodorant 

· Toothpaste 

· Tampons/Kotex 

· Curling Iron 

· Electric Curlers 

· Dress Shields 

· Bobby Pins (secure veil) 

· Extra Nylons 

· Clear Fingernail Polish

· Polish Remover

· Needle/Thread 

· Scissors 

· Safety Pins 

· Straight Pins 

· Ironing Board 
	· Bobby Pins (secure veil) 

· Extra Nylons 

· Clear Fingernail Polish

· Polish Remover

· Needle/Thread 

· Scissors 

· Safety Pins 

· Straight Pins 

· Ironing Board 

· Iron/Steamer 

· _________________________
· _________________________
· _________________________
· _________________________
· _________________________
· _________________________
· _________________________
· _________________________

· _________________________



How to Choose the Reception Entrees

Have you ever noticed how people always talk about the food at a wedding?  The comments usually are discussed in the following order: how beautiful the bride looks, and some sort of comment about the food. Typical ones include, "there was so much food" or "the food was terrible". This is more than likely going to be the most expensive part of your wedding so be sure to take careful consideration when choosing the caterer and the food that will be served at your reception.  To ensure your guests go home with fond memories and full stomachs take these suggestions into consideration. 

Your guests are priority one, after all they are the ones eating the stuff.  This is the most important factor in choosing the type of food you will have at your wedding.  There are a number of things to consider with respect to the guests.  For instance, if your wedding consists mostly of vegetarians then you should have a couple dishes that are suitable for them.   You will also need to consider the cuisine of preference amongst your guests.  Although you can never please everyone, don't have seafood if you know that half of your guests are allergic to it.  Consider your options here, they are vast.  Don't get set on something if it is not practical.

Next, you will need to consider how many choices of different entrées you wish your guests to be able to choose from.  Most couples have two or three.  If you have a very diverse crowd that requires special dietary needs than consider having three. This will also give you the liberty of having something that only a few people, including yourself will order and enjoy.  Remember, the more choices of entrees, the more money you will have to dish out!

Take your wedding style into consideration.  If you are having an outdoor summer wedding you might try serving a lighter menu consisting of salmon and salad. For theme wedding be sure to be consistent and have the meal, or dessert continue the ambiance you are creating around your wedding.  For instance, if you are having your wedding around Christmas (and assuming you are Christian) an entree choice of ham or turkey might be a nice touch with frosted cookies in the shape of Christmas trees in addition to your wedding cake for dessert.

When speaking to different caterers be sure to find out what they specialize in.  Also, ask if you can have a trial dinner with your fiancé and a few guests.  A trial run will help you decide if the caterer meets your requirements.  Ask the caterer if he will give you a list of references to contact.

At the end of the day, just be open to suggestions from friends, family and even the caterer.  Make sure that when you do decide on a caterer and the type of food you are going to serve that you have a contract that consists of all the details.  Don't leave anything up in the air,  this way nothing can be left to interpretation, resulting in less stress and headache in the future.

Questions To Ask The Caterer

Make sure the caterer is licensed or you may be liable if something happens. 

If outdoors, make sure they have refrigeration. 

Find out how they dress. 

What is the estimated cost per person for a seated dinner? Buffet? Cocktail reception? Open bar? What does the cost include? 

What is the staff-to-guest ratio? (For seated meals, the ratio is usually 1 waiter to 10 guests.) 
Have you worked at my prospective reception sites? Can you recommend other sites?
Do you have a set menu? Can the menu be modified? 

Can the kitchen staff adhere to special dietary restrictions for some guests who may be diabetic, kosher, vegetarian? 

Do you have liability coverage - including liquor liability? 

Can you supply me with a list of references? (Contact two.) 

How much advance time is needed to confirm a reservation? 

Can I arrange to view the catering of another wedding reception to check food display, service style, flow, organization? Can we arrange to taste foods on the menu you suggest? 

Do you set the tables? Provide linens? Order floral arrangements? Coordinate the music? 

What additional charges might be incurred other than the food, beverages, and rental of requested extras? 

What is the policy for payment, tipping? (Some caterers request cash, others accept checks or credit cards. Some include gratuities in the base or overall price, others do not.) 

How much advance time will you need to set up? 

Can you send me a confirmation letter including the wedding date and time, names of servers, tipping policy, decorating time, color schemes, menu, cost per person? 

Can I see available linens? What is the additional rental cost? 

How much food is enough? (Ten to twelve hors d'oeuvres per person is adequate. With buffets, offer a choice of two entrees.) 

Will the hors d'oeuvres be hand served or on a buffet? 

How much are your overtime and cancellation costs? 

Can you give me a ceiling on anticipated menu price increases? (Caterers quote final prices 90 days prior to the wedding. Due to rising food costs, an increase might be 10%.) 

When will the wedding cake be delivered? Is the cake cut by the banquet staff? 

Can we go over placement of the head table - on a raised platform or floor level? 

How many drinks does each bottle of liquor, champagne, provide? Is there an opening fee per bottle of champagne? 

Will you feed the photographers, the musicians/deejay? 

What is the guarantee requirement for number of guests? 

When must I provide a final guest count?

Get all estimates in writing; contracts should state what food and drink is to be served, how many servers will be needed, and a provision to inform the caterer of the final number of expected guests at least a week before the wedding.


How to Avoid Last Minute Wedding Disasters

Last minute spills, tears, and goofs are bound to happen on your wedding day.  Rather than stressing, be prepared.  Keep these things close to help repair the inevitable.

Make the groomsmen and the bridegroom try on their tuxes and shoes in the store at least 4 days before the wedding, just in case something doesn't fit or something is missing. 

Be aware of the weather.  Although weather is unpredictable, if you are having your wedding outdoors be sure to ask the hall what happens if there is unpredictable weather.  Ask if you can hold an alternate space just in case.  

Music madness.  There have been many cases where DJs play music that is sometimes inappropriate.  To avoid this problem make a list of play music for the DJ as well as a list of music that should not be played.  You may want to discuss some sort of theme music (country or 50's for example) you would like played.  This will give your band or DJ some assistance in choosing music while ensuring that you are happy with the selection. 

These simple precautions and measures will make a difference on your day.  Be prepared for the worst and hope for the best.

Do You Really Need Wedding Insurance?

There are hundreds of companies that offer wedding insurance, but what is it?  Wedding insurance can actually protect you from the many things that can go wrong before, after and during the wedding.  They offer many services to protect you from losses that you may incur from a wedding that is postponed or cancelled, certain limitations apply, of course.  Let's say your wedding gown is lost (heaven forbid) prior to the big day. Rather than shelling out the full amount to try to purchase a new one, insurance will cover this for you.

Although insurance isn't for everyone. If you are having a small wedding, the price of insurance could outweigh some of the costs you would incur.   If you are more flexible and don't mind that your flowers aren't exactly as ordered, or if the photographer didn't take as many pictures as promised, than this isn't for you.

The cost of insurance is reasonable for the coverage you get.  Not to mention that the amount of money spent on a wedding can be tremendous.   This is merely a safety net should anything go wrong.  

If you are going to purchase insurance for your wedding be sure to check the company out with the Better Business Bureau.  Also, make sure that the company is licensed in the state you are to be married. Read the terms of your agreement carefully, know what is covered and what isn't.


Ten Things That Absolutely Do Matter

	(
	You're feet! By all means, bring a change of shoes. No one will see the cute little sneakers you are wearing under that big dress! Wear them while you are taking pictures and dancing at the reception.



	(
	Have a way to pin up the back of your dress. If you plan on dancing, you will need to get all that fabric off the floor. Make sure it is really secure because you will get tripped on and stepped on plenty that day.



	(
	Thank your family! With the sea of faces you don't see very often, you may overlook the people closest to you. 



	(
	Eat! Don't forget to eat breakfast, lunch and dinner. It's going to be a long day and you don't want to get sick for the honeymoon. 



	(
	Relax. Get your girls together in a quiet place, light some candles, play some soft music and reflect on the importance of staying in each moment. 



	(
	Smile and avoid making silly faces. There are cameras everywhere! 



	(
	Take time to pose for photographs. Don't rush through the photo sessions. While you will be antsy to get back to the party, your wedding photographs are an important keepsake for generations to come. 



	(
	Your undergarments. Make sure your corset does not make an appearance every time you move. This is the last thing you should be worrying about. 



	(
	Don't drink alcohol. A glass before the ceremony might calm your nerves but don't drink that day. Everything goes by too quick as it is and you'll want to be 100% there for everything! 



	(
	Most of all, tell your guy how happy he has made you and how much you are looking forward to the rest of your lives!





10 Unique Ideas for Your Wedding

It is important to separate your wedding from the pack.  Here are some simple ideas to make sure your wedding day is the most memorable to your guests. 
	(
	When sending out your invitations consider purchasing a seal used for wax.  There are a variety of designs not to mention that this will give that extra special touch on your envelopes.  This is a very classical way to send out your invitations and shows that you are truly one for detail.  Any local craft store would carry these, and they can also be found on the Internet. 



	(
	Be sure to take photographs of everyone in your wedding, whether in small groups or individually (for close friends or family members).  In your thank you cards send a small photograph of you and your new hubby with the guest.  This item will be treasured by your guest. 



	(
	Out with the old and in with the new.  Plain, simple ring bearer pillows are out! Try using an antique, colorful or a richly designed pillow.  Stay tuned for an upcoming article on the newest pillows.



	(
	Get married by a friend or family member.  Many states allow you to get a permit to allow whoever you wish to perform your ceremony. See the featured Did you Know for more information. 



	(
	On the day of your wedding designate someone to take photographs (other than the photographer, as they may be too pricey for this simple task) of your guests as they are signing your guest book. You can use those photos for a scrap book or add them to the guest book itself. 



	(
	As opposed to using standard picture frames to hold your place cards consider placing them in a goblet especially created to hold the cards.  They are quite unique and add a lot to the table setting. Not to mention that they are adorable.  They tend to run on the pricey side, but they are a very unique take home gift. 



	(
	If you are going to have an outdoor wedding, consider giving your guests sunglasses personalized with your names and the date of your wedding. 



	(
	Origami can add a beautiful array of color to the table.  These centerpieces are very easy to make and cheap, as well as a great addition for the pictures. 



	(
	Hire professional dancers.  If you think you might have a crowd of shy individuals this is a great idea.  Dancers can help get the party going.  Many universities have a dance school.  Go to a local college where the wedding will be held and find out if any students would be interested in making a few bucks.  Students would also be a more cost effective solution if you are on a tight budget. 



	(
	Put together a slide show for your guests of photographs through the years.  You can have it played before you walk into the reception.  This is a sure way to get the crowd's attention. 



The Six Most Important Things To Know Before Hiring A Limousine Service
How would you like to hire a quality, professional limousine service that will provide you with hassle-free and prompt service?  Do you know the qualifying questions to ask that limousine company that guarantee that they are a professional operation and not just some fly-by-night guy that drives a limo on the weekends for some spare cash.

A quality limousine service should address each of these topics during your conversation or meeting.  If you have to ask any of these questions and you don’t receive an affirmative answer, that is a tell tale sign that the limousine service you are dealing with is less than “top-notch.”

	(
	Isn’t one limousine service as good as another?  No, absolutely not!  This is one of the biggest misconceptions.  First ask yourself, what are you looking for?  If the company only does ‘airport runs’ and you need a limo for your wedding, then that company wouldn’t be the best to choose because they wouldn’t fully understand your needs for the wedding.  You want a company that is experienced in the type of driving you are looking for.



	(
	The limousine service that offers the lowest price is the one you should hire.  This may or may not be true.  The prices that are offered to you might not be for the services you want.  Just because one company charges $60 an hour and another company charges $90, that does not mean that you save thirty dollars by going with the cheaper of the two.  As shocking as it may seem, there are guys that have 1 limo, that drive on the weekends to earn some spare cash.  Many of these “fly-by-night” operators charge very low prices to get jobs, but also deliver sub-par service simply because they don’t have the experience or dedication that an established company can offer you.  Often times, you’ll get what you paid for.  It is always better to pay a little more and be completely satisfied instead of paying less and being disappointed.



	(
	Is the company that you are considering, insured and fully licensed?  This is vitally important.  You must make sure that the company you are dealing with is insured.  Many smaller companies look at insurance as a costly annoyance rather than a concern for their client, and will forgo getting insurance.  If they can’t produce proof that they are insured, they most likely aren’t and should be avoided like the plague.  Another consideration is if their limousines are licensed according to state laws.  A reputable company should also be able to provide proof of that as well.



	(
	Can the company provide you with testimonials and ample proof that they deliver quality service?  Testimonials are of the utmost importance.  Although what the limousine operator tells you is likely to be true, ask for testimonials.  When you can see what other people had to say, it reinforces the company’s quality service.  If they don’t have testimonials, it is an indication that they aren’t very good or only drive part-time for extra money.



	(
	Ask for references!  Testimonials are vitally important for making an informed decision.  However, there are some unethical companies that will make up testimonials.  The limousine operator should willingly offer references that you can call to ask questions and hear “in their words” what they thought of the limousine service.



	(
	Does the limousine service guarantee your satisfaction?  The vast majority of limousine companies don’t offer any type of a guarantee.  This is their way to deliver marginal service, and weasel out of taking any responsibility.  Refuse to hire any company that doesn’t have an extremely liberal satisfaction guarantee.  When you find a company that guarantees their services, you know that you are dealing with a reputable, high quality operation.  A limousine service that has a guarantee, shows that they are completely convinced of the high quality of their service.


By getting the answers to those questions, and becoming informed on how to choose the limousine service that’s right for you, you can make an informed intelligent decision.  You’ll also be able to rest assured that you have found a quality limousine service, at a fair price for the value you receive.
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